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From INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
1909 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing EVENTS

August 19, 20, 21, 1909

Thursday August 19, 1909

Event 1 - 5-mile Race (started at noon)

open to stock chassis/engines 161-230 CID

(NO Nationals)

Event 2 - 10-mile Race 

open to stock chassis/engines 231-300 CID

(NO Nationals)
Event 3 - 5-mile Race 

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

(NO Nationals)
Event 4 - 10-mile Race Free-for-all handicap 

(16 cars racing)

Place 3
Car 8
Driver Charlie Merz

National


Event 5 - 250-mile Prest-O-Lite Trophy Race 

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

(9 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 35
Driver Bob Burman

Buick

Place 2
Car 61
Driver Jap Clemens

Stoddard-Dayton

Place 3
Car 7
Driver Charlie Merz

National


Place 4
Car 6
Driver Tom Kincaid

National


Place 5
Car 21
Driver Bert Miller


Stoddard-Dayton

Place 6
Car53
Driver Fred Ellis


Jackson

Place 7
Car 4

Driver Wilfred Bourque

Knox

Place 8
Car 37
Driver Louis Chevrolet

Buick

Place 9
Car 36
Driver Lewis Strang

Buick
Friday August 20, 1909
Event 1 – Trials to lower world’s track records

Event 2 - 5-mile Race

open to stock chassis/engines 231-300 CID

(NO Nationals)

Event 3 - 10-mile Race (4 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

Place 1
Car 7
Driver Charlie Merz

National

Place 2
Car 37
Driver Louis Chevrolet

Buick

Place 3
Car 20
Driver Tobin DeHymel

Stoddard-Dayton

Place 4
Car 61
Driver Jap Clemens

Stoddard-Dayton

Event 4 - 10-mile Race (8 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines Less than 600 CID

Place 1
Car 8
Driver Johnny Aitken
National

Place 2
Car 1

Driver Herbert Lytle

Apperson

Place 3
Car 5

Driver Ralph Mulford

Lozier

Place 4
Car 6
Driver Tom Kincaid

National

Place 5
Car 62
Driver Tobin DeHymel

Stoddard-Dayton

Place 6
Car 22
Driver Jap Clemens

Stoddard-Dayton

Place 7
Car 24
Driver Eddie Hearne

Fiat

Place 8
Car 9
Driver Barney Oldfield
National
Event 5 - 50-mile Race 

open to stock chassis/engines 161-230 CID

(NO Nationals)

Event 6 – 10-mile free-for-all handicap FORD Trophy

(6 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 8

Driver Len Zengel

Chadwick
Place 2
Car 8
Driver Johnny Aitken
National

Place 3
Car 66
Driver Ford



Stearns

Place 4
Car 5

Driver William Heina

Lozier

Place 5
Car 27 
Driver Barney Oldfield

Benz

Place 6
Car 24
Driver Ralph DePalma

Fiat

Event 7 – 5-mile free-for-all handicap 

(14 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 8
Driver Johnny Aitken
National

Place 2
Car 7
Driver Charlie Merz

National

Place 3
Car 22
Driver Bert Miller


Stoddard-Dayton

Place 4
Car 52
Driver D Bisbee


Jackson

Place 5
Car 53
Driver Fred Ellis


Jackson

Place 6
Car 1

Driver Herbert Lytle

Apperson

Place 7
Car 2

Driver William McCulla

Apperson
Place 8
Car 6
Driver Tom Kincaid

National

Place 9
Car 16
Driver Bruce Keen

Marmon

Place 10
Car 15
Driver Harry Stillman

Marmon

Place 11
Car 14
Driver Harry Stutz

Marion

Place 12
Car 20
Driver Tobin DeHymel

Stoddard-Dayton

Place 13 
Car 12 
Driver Adolph Monson

Marion

Place 14
Car 51
Driver Leigh Lynch

Jackson

Event 8 – 100-mile G & J Trophy Race 

open to stock chassis/engines 231-300 CID

(NO Nationals)

Saturday August 21, 1909

Event 1 – Trials to lower world’s track records

Event 2 – 15-mile Race free-for-all handicap

(4 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 6
Driver Tom Kincaid

National

Place 2
Car 24
Driver Ralph DePalma

Fiat

Place 3
Car 17
Driver Harry Stillman

Marmon

Place 4
Car 30
Driver George Dewitt

Buick

Event 3 - 10-mile Race 

Amateur Championship of America

 (NO Nationals)
Event 4 - 25-mile Race free-for-all 

Remy Grand Brassard


(NO Nationals)
Event 5 - 300-mile Race Wheeler-Schebler Trophy

open to stock chassis/engines Less than 600 CID

(19 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 52
Driver Leigh Lynch

Jackson

Place 2
Car 24
Driver Ralph DePalma

Fiat

Place 3
Car 75
Driver Bruce Keen

Marmon

Place 4
Car 17
Driver Harry Stillman

Marmon

Place 5
Car 58
Driver Ray Harroun

Marmon
Place 6
Car 9
Driver Barney Oldfield
National

Place 7
Car 62
Driver Tobin DeHymel

Stoddard-Dayton

Place 8
Car 23
Driver Bert Miller


Stoddard-Dayton
Place 9
Car 10
Driver Charlie Merz

National

Place 10
Car 53
Driver Fred Ellis


Jackson

Place 11
Car 35
Driver Bob Burman

Buick

Place 12
Car 22
Driver Jap Clemens

Stoddard-Dayton

Place 13
Car 1

Driver Herbert Lytle

Apperson

Place 14
Car 37
Driver Louis Chevrolet

Buick
Place 15
Car 8
Driver Johnny Aitken
National

Place 16
Car 55
Driver Harry Stutz

Marion

Place 17
Car 76
Driver Robert Drach

American

Place 18
Car 36
Driver Lewis Strang

Buick

Place 19
Car 23
Driver Bert Miller


Stoddard-Dayton

(National team mechanic Claude Kellum killed along with two spectators by Charlie Merz’c Car 10 ending the race 26 laps short.)
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