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THE NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE AND ELECTRIC CO 1900-1904

1900 ca. February 10

Indianapolis February 10:  Local and Eastern capitalists complete details to establish second largest automobile plant in country in Indianapolis.  Aggregate capital invested is $2,000,000.

Head L S Dow secretary and general manager Indiana Bicycle Company and Arthur C Newby who established Indianapolis Chain & Stamping Company.

Source: Electric World & Engineer February 17, 1900 p265

1900 ca. February 10

THE NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE AND ELECTRIC CO

Capitalization $250,000   Preferred Stock $100,000

Incorporator:


L S Dow

Incorporator:


Albert E Metzger

Incorporator:


Arthur C Newby

Incorporator:


Phillip Goetz

Incorporator:


Charles E Test

Incorporator:


Robert Martindale

Incorporator:


H T Hearsey

Pres & Gen Mgr:


L S Dow

Source: Electric World & Engineer March 10, 1900

1901   (Production: 150 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1901

THE NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE AND ELECTRIC CO

Pres:




L S Dow

Vice-Pres:



A C Newby

Sec & Treas:


Phillip Goetz

cor 22nd and L E & W R R

Tel Central 3007

Source:
Polk City Directory for Indianapolis page 775

Indiana Historical Society
1901 

National Style A, Electric Capacity 50 to 60 miles

$750 in 1900 = $16,617 in 2005

Harper Magazine Advertiser magazine ad

June 1901   Page 57   6.75”x9.5”  
1902 (Production: 200 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1902

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE CO

Pres:




Charles E Test

Vice Pres:



Loren S Dow

Sec & Treas:


Arthur C Newby

Mnfs Automobiles and Buggies

cor 22nd and L E & W R R

Tel Central 3007

Source:
Polk City Directory for Indianapolis page 758

Indiana Historical Society

1902

New Nobby Nationals

“Seven New Models”

Century magazine VEHICLES

March 1902   Page 56   6.25”x9.75”

Source: March 1902 Century magazine VEHICLES Page 56

1902

NATIONAL offers its first electric car for sale.

Source: The Encyclopedia  of Indianapolis p 277

Edited by David J Bodenhamer and Robert G Barrows, Indiana University Press

1902, March 5

The 1902 Chicago Auto Show Exhibitors & Exhibits

“The National Vehicle Company, ten electric vehicles, viz, three “electrobile” runabouts without top, one road wagon, one “electrobile” with top, one road wagon with top, two runabouts, one Stanhope and one dos-a-dos park trap.”

Source: The Horseless Age magazine March 5, 1902   Vol. 9 No. 10

Pages 311-312   9”x12”

1903   (Production: 300 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1903

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE CO

Pres:




C E Test

Sec & Treas:


A C Newby

Sales Mngr:


Thomas Hay

Purchasing Agt:


George H Matheson

Electrical Engineer:

W G Wall

Manufacturers National Electric and Gasoline Automobiles

E 22nd and Monon R R

Tels New 7074, Central North 7

Source:
Polk City Directory for Indianapolis page 808

Indiana Historical Society

1903

NATIONAL offers both electric and gasoline 2 & 4 cylinder autos

Source: Cars and Parts magazine article By Arch Brown March/April 1983

1915 National Sport Series AB Indiana Historical Society

1903

National Gasoline Model “A” 40-HP, 4-Cylinders, 5” x 6” Bore/Stroke 

$3,000   ($3,000 in 1903 = $63,910 in 2005)

Source: 1903 National sales brochure

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE CO 1904

1904   (Production: 400 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1904

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE CO

Pres:




C E Test

Sec & Treas:


A C Newby

Sales Mngr:


Thomas Hay

Purchasing Agt:


George H Matheson

Electrical Engineer:

W G Wall

Manufacturers National Electric and Gasoline Automobiles

E 22nd and Monon R R

Tels New 7074, Central North 7

Source:
Polk City Directory for Indianapolis
Indiana Historical Society

1904

National Gasoline Model “B” = 20 & 40-HP, 4-Cylinders, 

3 ¾” x 4” Bore/Stroke
Source: 1904 National sales brochure

1905   (Production: 500 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1905

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE CO

Pres:




C E Test

Sec & Treas:


A C Newby

Sales Mngr:


Thomas Hay

Purchasing Agt:


George H Matheson

Electrical Engineer:

W G Wall

Manufacturers National Electric and Gasoline Automobiles

E 22nd and Monon R R

Tels New 7074, Central North 7

Source:
Polk City Directory for Indianapolis
Indiana Historical Society

1905

•
Round radiator introduced.

•
Gasoline 4-cylinder cars offered for sale.

Source: Cars and Parts magazine article By Arch Brown March/April 1983

1915 National Sport Series AB Indiana Historical Society

1905

Gasoline auto with 4-cylinder Rutenber engine introduced.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 25 Indiana Historical Society

1905

National Gasoline Model “C” = 24-30 HP, 4-Cylinders, 

4 ¼ ”x5” Bore/Stroke $2,500   

($2,500 in 1905 = $51,309 in 2005)

Source: 1905 National sales brochure
1905, November 4

Indiana Fairgrounds Race Track

100-mile handi-cap race Driver/Car

Place 1
WF (Jap) Clemens

National 
(AC Newby’s personal car)

1 hour 53 minutes average speed 52.93 MPH

Place 2



Ray McNamara

Premier

Charles Merz


National


(Was leading but tire blew)

Minor Farley


Pope-Toledo

(John B Carter’s car)

Harry Stutz



American

Fred Tone



Marion

Edward Ash


Marmon

Frank Moore


Stoddard-Dayton

Ben Briscoe



Maxwell

Source: 500 Miles to Go Story of Indianapolis Speedway By Al Bloemker 1961 p31

1905, November 17

NATIONAL sets a world’s record going 1,094 in 24-hours at the Indiana State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis.

Drivers Charles Merz and W F (Jap) Clemens

Source: 500 Miles to Go Story of Indianapolis Speedway By Al Bloemker 1961 p32
1906   (Production: 863 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1906

Electric car dropped.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 25 Indiana Historical Society

1906

National introduces 6-cylinder model, one of America’s first.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 25 Indiana Historical Society

1906

National Model “D” = 4-Cylinders, 35-40 HP, $3,000 ($61,571 in 2005)

National Model “E" = 6-Cylinders, 50-60 HP, $4,000 ($82,094 in 2005) 

Source: 1906 Magazine ad and 1906 sales catalog
1907   (Production: 1,233 automobiles) 

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1907

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE CO

Pres:




C E Test

Sec & Treas:


A C Newby

Sales Mngr:


George M Dickinson

Purchasing Agt:


George H Matheson

Mechanical Engineer:

W G Wall

Manufacturers National Electric and Gasoline Automobiles

E 22nd and Monon R R

Tels New 7074, Central North 7

Source:
Polk City Directory for Indianapolis page 934

Indiana Historical Society

1907

National’s “shield” radiator first appears.

Source: “Fours to Twelves” An Evolution National Sales Catalog 1917

Indiana Historical Society
1907

Runabouts, Touring Cars, and Limousines

National Model “F” = 4-Cylinders, 40 HP

National Model “H” = 4-Cylinders, 50 HP

National Model “L” = 6-Cylinders, 75 HP

Source: March 1907 Cosmopolitan Magazine ad

1907

National

“THE FIRST 6-CYLINDER STOCK CAR BUILT IN AMERICA”

Source: April 1907 Century Magazine ad page 76

1907

NATIONAL offers a 75-horsepower “semi-racer” for $5,000 

($102,618 in 2005)

Source: Cars and Parts magazine article By Arch Brown March/April 1983

1915 National Sport Series AB Indiana Historical Society

1908   (Production: 1,313 automobiles) 

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1908

National

“The Ball Bearing Car”

The New Nationals Touring Cars, Roadsters and Limousines

National Model “K” = 4-Cylinders, 4 7/8”x5” Bore/Stroke
National Model “N” = 4-Cylinders, 5”x5” Bore/Stroke
National Model “R” = 6-Cylinders, 4 ½” x4 ¾” Bore/Stroke
National Model “T” = 6-Cylinders, 5”x5” Bore/Stroke
Source: April 1908 Country Living magazine ad
1909   (Production: 1,415 automobiles) 

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1909

National

“Just As Faultless As It Looks”

Touring, Roadster, Limousine, Baby Tonneau

Model “9-35” = 4-Cylinders, 4 ¾” x 4 ¾” 
Bore/Stroke
$2,750

Model “9-40” = 4-Cylinders, 5” x 5” 

Bore/Stroke
$3,700

Model “9-50” = 6-Cylinders, 4 ½”  x 4 ¾” 
Bore/Stroke
$4,200

Model “9-60” = 6-Cylinders, 5” x 5” 

Bore/Stroke
$5,000

Source: 1909 Country Living magazine ad

Indiana Historical Society

1909, April 27

Fort George Hill Climb at the New York Motor Carnival

Place 1 Driver Aitken National “Sixty” 



1900 feet up a 11% grade

Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1909, April 28

Jamaica (Long Island) Speed Events

Place 1
Driver Merz
National “Sixty”

1-mile race
Place 1
Driver Merz
National “Sixty”

2-mile race free-for-all
Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 


“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1909, May 30

Wilkes-Barre, PA Hill Climb 6-cyl stock car event

Place 1
Driver Merz
National “Sixty”


Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1909, July 31

Fort Wayne, Indiana

Place 1 
National “Thirty-Five”



5-mile open race
Place 1
National “Sixty”




5-mile race
Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1909, August 9

Lexington, Kentucky

Place 1
Driver Aitken
National “Sixty”

1-mile race
Place 1
Driver Kincaid
National “Thirty-Five”
5-mile race

Place 1
Driver Aitken
National “Sixty”

10-mile handicap
Place 1
Driver Aitken
National “Sixty”

50-mile free-for-all
Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1909, ca. August 10

Lexington Kentucky 50-mile dirt track

Johnny Aitken wins in a National

Source: 500 Miles to Go Story of Indianapolis Speedway By Al Bloemker 1961 p56
Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
August 19, 1909 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway opens for first time

Friday August 20, 1909

1909 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 3 - 10-mile Race (4 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

Place 1
Car 7
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 2
Car 37
Driver Louis Chevrolet


Buick

Place 3
Car 20
Driver Tobin DeHymel


Stoddard-Dayton

Place 4
Car 61
Driver Jap Clemens


Stoddard-Dayton

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
Friday August 20, 1909

1909 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 4 - 10-mile Race (8 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines Less than 600 CID

Place 1
Car 8
Driver Johnny Aitken

National

Place 2
Car 1

Driver Herbert Lytle


Apperson

Place 3
Car 5

Driver Ralph Mulford


Lozier

Place 4
Car 6
Driver Tom Kincaid


National

Place 5
Car 62
Driver Tobin DeHymel


Stoddard-Dayton

Place 6
Car 22
Driver Jap Clemens


Stoddard-Dayton

Place 7
Car 24
Driver Eddie Hearne


Fiat

Place 8
Car 9
Driver Barney Oldfield

National

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
Friday August 20, 1909

1909 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 7 – 5-mile free-for-all handicap (14 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 8
Driver Johnny Aitken

National

Place 2
Car 7
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 3
Car 22
Driver Bert Miller



Stoddard-Dayton

Place 4
Car 52
Driver D Bisbee



Jackson

Place 5
Car 53
Driver Fred Ellis



Jackson

Place 6
Car 1

Driver Herbert Lytle


Apperson

Place 7
Car 2

Driver William McCulla


Apperson
Place 8
Car 6
Driver Tom Kincaid


National

Place 9
Car 16
Driver Bruce Keen


Marmon

Place 10
Car 15
Driver Harry Stillman


Marmon

Place 11
Car 14
Driver Harry Stutz


Marion

Place 12
Car 20
Driver Tobin DeHymel


Stoddard-Dayton

Place 13 
Car 12 
Driver Adolph Monson


Marion

Place 14
Car 51
Driver Leigh Lynch


Jackson

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Saturday August 21, 1909

1909 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 2 – 15-mile Race free-for-all handicap (4 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 6
Driver Tom Kincaid


National

Place 2
Car 24
Driver Ralph DePalma


Fiat

Place 3
Car 17
Driver Harry Stillman


Marmon

Place 4
Car 30
Driver George Dewitt


Buick

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

1909, November 9

Atlanta Speedway

open to stock chassis/engines 451-600 CID Race

Place 1 
Driver Aitken 
National “Sixty” 


Place 2 
Driver Kincaid 
National “Sixty” 


Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1909, November 11

Atlanta Speedway 20-mile Race

open to stock chassis/engines 301 to 450 CID

Place 1 
Driver Aitken 
National “40” 

Broke World’s Record with 20 miles in  16:42.76 71 MPH+-


Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1909, November 12

Atlanta Speedway 12-mile Race

Place 1 
Driver Aitken 
National “40” 

Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1909, November 13

Atlanta Speedway 8-mile Race free-for-all Race

open to stock chassis/engines 301 to 450 CID

Place 1 
Driver Aitken 
National “40” 

Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages

1909 April 26 – December 18

(24) Firsts

(10) Seconds

(13) Thirds

(4)   Fourths

Source: Xerox of January 5, 1910 Horseless Age magazine ad 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA
1910   (Production: 1,610 automobiles)

 Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985
1910

The National Line

“FORTY” 
– Four cylinders, 5” x 5 11/16”
$2,500 ($51,326 in 2005)

“FIFTY” 
– Six cylinder, 4 ½” x 4 ¾”

$4,200 ($86,228 in 2005)

“SIXTY” 
– Six cylinders, 5” x 5”


$5,000 ($102,652 in 2005)

Touring, Baby Tonneau or Roadster body optional.

Limousine, Landaulet or Coupe at extra cost.

Source: 1910 Sales Catalog “National 1910” 

“A Record-Breaking Car” “A Record-Breaking Year”    6”x7” 18 pages
1910

National “40”

Touring, Baby Tonneau, Roadster

4-Cylinders, 40 HP+, 5” x 5 11/16” Bore/Stroke

$2,500

Source: April 1910 Hampton’s Magazine Advertiser page 87

1910

National Racing

“On track, speedway, road or hill”

(68) Firsts

(47) Seconds

(37) Thirds

(19) Fourths

Source: April 15, 1911 Country Life in America magazine page dcxiii

March 26, 1910 

Atlanta’s (GA) Hill Climb 

$2,001-$3,000 class:

 1st Place W J Stoddard in a National

Source: The Horseless Age magazine March 30, 1910 

Vol. 25 No. 13   9”x12”   Page 478

1910 May

Atlanta (GA) Speedway

National “40” wins 200-mile Atlanta Automobile Association Trophy

Kincade and Aitken each driving 100 miles in rain.  65.79 MPH

Source: Xerox of National “40”, Sales Catalog, 7 pages, 5.25”x10.75” 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA
Friday May 27, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 5 - 5-mile Race (6 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

Place 1
Car 10
Driver Tom Kincaid


National

Place 2
Car 31
Driver Joe Dawson


Marmon

Place 3
Car 30
Driver Ray Harroun


Marmon

Place 4
Car 9
Driver Johnny Aitken

National

Place 5
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 6
Car 16
Driver Leigh Lynch


Jackson

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
Friday May 27, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 6 - 10-mile Race (3 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 451-600 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Johnny Aitken

National

Place 2
Car 10
Driver Tom Kincaid


National

Place 3
Car 11
Driver Howard Wilcox *

National

* = Howard Wilcox’s first race.  He is 21 years old.

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
Friday May 27, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 7 - 5-mile Race (14 cars racing)

free-for-all handicap

Place 1
Car 48
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 2
Car 47
Driver William Tousey

National

Place 3
Car 45
Driver Jack Reed



Stoddard-Dayton

Place 4
Car 1

Driver Newell Motsinger

Empire
Place 5
Car 11
Driver Don Herr


National

Place 6
Car 3

Driver Frank Fox



Pope-Hartford

Place 7
Car 16
Driver Leigh Lynch


Jackson

Place 8
Car 2

Driver Herbert Lytle

 
American

Place 9
Car 8
Driver Johnny Aitken

National

Place 10
Car 6

Driver Bill Endicott


Cole

Place 11
Car 25
Driver Gil Anderson


Marion

Place 12
Car 24
Driver Ray Tinkler


Marion

Place 13
Car 27
Driver Frank Gelnaw


Hupmobile

Place 14
Car 26
Driver Arthur Miller


Warren-Detroit
Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Friday May 27, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 8 - 5-mile Amateur Race (2 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 48
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 2
Car 47
Driver William Tousey

National

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Friday May 27, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 10 – Prest-O-Lite Trophy Race (6 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

Place 1
Car 10
Driver Tom Kincaid


National

Place 2
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 3
Car 16
Driver Leigh Lynch


Jackson


Place 4
Car 31
Driver Joe Dawson


Marmon

Place 5
Car 30
Driver Ray Harroun


Marmon

Place 6
Car 3

Driver Frank Fox



Pope-Hartford

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Saturday May 28, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 2 - 10-mile Race (6 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Johnny Aitken

National

Place 2
Car 30
Driver Ray Harroun


Marmon
Place 3
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 4
Car 10
Driver Tom Kincaid


National

Place 5
Car 31
Driver Joe Dawson


Marmon

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Saturday May 28, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 6 - 10-mile Race free-for-all (5 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Johnny Aitken

National 

Place 2
Car 10
Driver Tom Kincaid


National

Place 3
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 4
Car 31
Driver Joe Dawson


Marmon

Place 5
Car 18
Driver Fred Ellis



Jackson

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Friday July 1, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 8 - 5-mile Amateur Race (2 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 12
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 2
Car 1
Driver William Tousey

National

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Saturday July 2, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 8 - 10-mile Amateur Race (3 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 12
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 2
Car 1
Driver William Tousey

National

Place 3
Car 48
Driver Spencer Wishart


Mercedes

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Saturday July 2, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 9 – 5-mile Race Free-for-all (6 cars racing)

Place 1
Car 8
Driver Johnny Aitken

National 

Place 2
Car 90
Driver George Robertson

Simplex

Place 3
Car 22
Driver Eddie Hearne


Benz

Place 4
Car 46
Driver Howard Wilcox


Simplex

Place 5
Car 18
Driver Len Zengel


Chadwick

Place 6
Car 43
Driver Bob Burman


Buick Special

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Wednesday July 6, 1910

Indianapolis Motor Speedway Practice

NATIONAL Car Driver Tom Kincaid killed practicing.

Car went off SE turn and car rolled over on him.

Source: The Horseless Age magazine page 23

July 6, 1910 Vol. 26 No. 1   9”x12”

1910 August 26

Elgin Meet  Illinois Trophy 203 miles

National “40” driven by Livingston won in the 301-450 class.

National “40” driven by Greiner came in fourth.

Source: Xerox of National “40”, Sales Catalog, 7 pages, 5.25”x10.75” 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA

1910 August 27

Elgin Meet  Elgin National Trophy 305 miles

National “40” driven by Livingston came in second in the under 600 class.

National “40” driven by Greiner came in third.

Source: Xerox of National “40”, Sales Catalog, 7 pages, 5.25”x10.75” 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA

Saturday September 3, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing
Event 5 - 5-mile Race (9 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Johnny Aitken

National

Place 2
Car 10
Driver Joe Dawson


Marmon

Place 3
Car 18
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 4
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 5
Car 5

Driver Jap Clemens


Speedwell

Place 6
Car 15
Driver Billy Pearce


FAL

Place 7
Car 16
Driver Frank Gelnaw


FAL

Place 8
Car 29
Ralph Ireland



Midland

Place 9
Car 31
Driver Lee
Frayer


Firestone-Columbus
Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Saturday September 3, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing
Event 6 - 5-mile Race (4 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 451-600 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Howard Wilcox

National

Place 2
Car 18
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 3
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 4
Car 14
Driver Charles Basle


Matheson
Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
Saturday September 3, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing
Event 9 - 5-mile Race Free-for-all handicap  (15 cars racing) 

Place 8
Car 18
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 12
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
Saturday September 3, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing
Event 11 - 100-mile Remy Grand Brassard (11 cars racing) 

open to stock chassis/engines LESS than 451 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Howard Wilcox

National

Place 2
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 3
Car 5

Driver Jap Clemens


Speedwell

Place 4
Car 29
Driver Ralph Ireland


Midland

Place 5
Car 24
Driver Fred Clemens


McFarlan

Place 6
Car 28
Driver Ed Stinson



Black Crow

Place 7
Car 23
Driver WJ Barndollar


McFarlan

Place 8
Car 34
William Fritsch



Cino

Place 9
Car 15
Driver Billy Pearce


FAL

Place 10
Car 10
Driver Joe Dawson


Marmon

Place 11
Car 31
Driver Lee Frayer



Firestone-Columbus

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
Monday September 5, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 4 - 5-mile Race (10 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 301-450 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Johnny Aitken

National

Place 2
Car 10
Driver Joe Dawson


Marmon
Place 3
Car 18
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 4
Car 4

Driver Ray Harroun


Marmon

Place 5
Car 5

Driver Jap Clemens


Speedwell


Place 6
Car 16
Driver Frank Gelnaw


FAL

Place 7
Car 31
Driver Lee Frayer



Firestone-Columbus

Place 8
Car 15
Driver Billy Pearce


FAL
Place 9
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 10
Car 29
Driver Ralph Ireland


Midland

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005
Monday September 5, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 5 - 5-mile Race (4 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines 451-600 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Howard Wilcox

National

Place 2
Car 14
Driver Charles Basle


Matheson

Place 3
Car 11
Driver Charlie Merz


National

Place 4
Car 18
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

Monday September 5, 1910

1910 Indianapolis Motor Speedway Racing

Event 9 – 200-mile Race (12 cars racing)

open to stock chassis/engines Less than 600 CID

Place 1
Car 9
Driver Johnny Aitken

National 

Place 2
Car 7
Driver Al Livingston


National

Place 3
Car 23
Driver WJ Barndollar


McFarlan
Place 4
Car 18
Driver Arthur Greiner

National

Place 5
Car 24
Driver Fred Clemens


McFarlan
Place 6
Car 28
Driver Ed Stinson



Black Crow

Place 7
Car 10
Driver Joe Dawson


Marmon

Place 8
Car 32
Driver Ray Harroun


Marmon

Place 9
Car 5

Driver Jap Clemens


Speedwell


Place 10
Car 16
Driver Frank Gelnaw


FAL

Place 11 
Car 14
Driver Charles Basle


Matheson

Place 12
Car 29
Driver Ralph Ireland


Midland

Source: INDY: Racing Before the 500 By D. Bruce Scott 2005

1910 Fall?

Algonquin Hill Hill-Climb

Auspices of Chicago Motor Club

National won all seven events including Algonquin Cup for best performance.

Source: Xerox of National “40”, Sales Catalog, 7 pages, 5.25”x10.75” 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA

1910 October 1

Vanderbilt Cup Race

National “40” cars driven by Aitken and Disbrow win third and fourth.

Source: Xerox of National “40”, Sales Catalog, 7 pages, 5.25”x10.75” 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA
1910 October 8

Fairmont Park Road Race

National “40” cars driven by Aitken  wins the 301-450 class covering 202.5 miles in 222:20 without a stop.

Source: Xerox of National “40”, Sales Catalog, 7 pages, 5.25”x10.75” 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA
1911   Production: 1,713 automobiles)
Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1911

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE CO

Sec & Treas 


A C NEWBY

Genl Mngr:



George M Dickinson

Purchasing Agt:


George H Matheson

Mechanical Engineer:

W G Wall

Manufacturers National Gasoline Automobiles 

E 22nd and Monon RR

Tels New 707 & Central Woodruff 17 and 18

Indianapolis Sales Branch 426-428 N Capitol av

BM Wylie Mngr, Both Tels 4758

Source:
Polk City Directory for Indianapolis page 1119

Indiana Historical Society

1911

National “40”

Open Front Touring Car
 
5-passenger   

$2,500

Open Front Toy Tonneau 

4-passenger 

$2,500

Speedway Roadster 


2-passenger 

$2,500

Fore-Door Touring Car 


5-passenger 

$2,600

Fore-Door Toy Tonneau 

4-passenger 

$2,600

Torpedo Touring Car 


4-passenger 

$2,800

Limousine 




7-passenger 

$3,750

Source: Xerox of National “40”, Sales Catalog, 7 pages, 5.25”x10.75” 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA
1911

National “40”

“King of the Highway”

“Monarch of the Road”

Speedway Roadster
$2,500 ($49,495 in 2005)

Five-Pass. Foredoor
$2,600 ($51,474 in 2005)

Source: April 15, 1911 Country Life in America magazine page dcxiii
1911

1910 Competition road race victories include:

Elgin, Illinois, Santa Monica and Cactus Derby from Los Angeles to Phoenix.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 25 Indiana Historical Society
1911

NATIONAL wins the Free-For-All Race at the 

Santa Monica Road Races at Santa Monica, California   

202 miles in 162 minutes at 74.6 MPH average speed

Stock Champion & International Champion 1913 National advertising sheet

1911 

National “40” wins the 

1911 Los Angeles Times Endurance Contest

“Oakland to Lakeside National 40”

“Perfect Score National Motor Car Co”

Source: Polaroid ca. August 1989 of described trophy from a private collection

1911, February 22

NATIONAL wins the Panama-Pacific Road Race

152.9 miles at 66.8 MPH average speed

Source: Country Life in America magazine April 15, 1911 page dcxiii

1911, March 30

NATIONAL”40” becomes the “Stock Mile Champion” at the 

Atlantic-Pablo Beach Races in Jacksonville, Florida.  89.28 MPH

Stock Champion & International Champion 1913 National advertising sheet

1911 Jan 1 – April 27

(15) Firsts

(16) Seconds

(14) Thirds

(4)   Fourths

Source: THE AUTOMOBILE magazine ad  April 27, 1911 page 133

1911 INDY 500 Driver/Car

Charlie Merz

National Car 20 


7th place winner
Howard Wilcox

National Car 21 


“Didn’t get into the money”

Johnny Aitken

National Car 4


OUT of race Lap 123 with








broken connecting rod

Source: THE AUTOMOBILE magazine September 8, 1910 reprinted in

Floyd Clymer's Indianapolis 500 Mile Race History 1946

1911, May 31

NATIONAL “40” wins 200-Mile Open Event at Denver Sable Speedway

Eaton McMillian is the driver.   3 hours 30 minutes

Source: The Automobile magazine June 8, 1911 page 136

1911, August 26

NATIONAL becomes the “Stock Champion” at the 

Elgin National Trophy Race in Elgin, Illinois

305.03 miles in 275 minutes at 66.4 MPH average speed.

Stock Champion & International Champion 1913 National advertising sheet
1911, November 4-6

NATIONAL “40” wins the Los Angeles to Phoenix Desert Run

551 miles in 20 hours 23 minutes
Stock Champion & International Champion 1913 National advertising sheet
1911 (47 total meets)   (Road races, Speedway & 

Motordromes, Beach races, Hill Climbs, Track meets)

(84) Firsts

(48) Seconds

(30) Thirds

Source: Xerox of National “40”, Sales Catalog, page 2, 5.25”x10.75” 

Antique Automobile Club of America Library Hershey, PA
1912   (Production: 1,,420 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1912

Driver Johnny Aitken announces his retirement from racing.

A C Newby appoints Johnny Aitken Director of Racing for National.

Source:500 Miles to Go Story of Indianapolis Speedway By Al Bloemker 1961 p100
1912 INDY 500 Driver/Car

Joe Dawson

National Car 8

WINNER of 1912 Indy 500

Don Herr 


National 
Car 8

Relief driver for Joe Dawson

Howard Wilcox 
National Car 9

9th place

David L Bruce-Brown
National Car 29

Out at 25 laps valve trouble 

Source: THE HORSELESS AGE magazine June 5, 1912 reprinted in 

Floyd Clymer's Indianapolis 500 Mile Race History 1946

1912

Variety of four & six cylinder cars starting at $2,500.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 25 Indiana Historical Society

1912

National Model 40 Series V

“Second Nature” Motoring

4-Cylinders, 40 HP, 4 7/8” x 6” Bore/Stroke

National Five-Passenger



$2,600-$2,900

National Four-Passenger Toy Tonneau

$2,900

National Seven-Passenger Touring


$3,000

Source: Floyd Clymer’s Historical Catalog of 1912 Cars
1913   (Production: 1,710 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1913

Stock Champion   International Champion

National “40”

Improved Series V   $2,750 to $3,400   Five Models

Semi-Racing Roadster




$2,750 ($52,552 in 2005)

Speedway Roadster




$3,150

Four-Passenger Toy Tonneau


$3,300

Five-Passenger Touring Cars



$3,300

Seven-Passenger Touring Cars


$3,400 ($64,974 in 2005)

– Limousines, Coupes and Sedans

“A Work of Art”   Long Stroke 4 7/8” x 6”

Source: January 30, 1913 Motor World magazine page 37

1913

Five-Passenger Touring Car 

– Improved Series V


$3,300

Four-Passenger Toy Tonneau 

– Improved Series V


$3,300

Speedway Roadster



– Improved Series V


$3,150

Semi-Racing Roadster



– Improved Series V


$2,750

Seven-Passenger Touring Cars

– Improved Series V


$3,400

Three-Passenger Coupe


– Improved Series V


$3,500

Four-Passenger Sedan



– Improved Series V


$4,600

Seven-Passenger Limousine

– Improved Series V


$4,800

Source: 1913 Sales Catalog “National 40 Motor Cars” 6¾”x10” 

1914   (Production: 1,953 automobiles) 

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1914

Five models from $2,700 to $3,400 each.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 25 Indiana Historical Society

1914

National 40

Five Models

4 7/8” x 6” 
Bore/Stroke 

$2,750 to $3,400

National Six 

3 ¾” x 5 ½” 
Bore/Stroke 

$2,375

Source: 1914 National ad
1914, August 14

 National Increases Capital Stock

“The National Motor Vehicle Co., Indianapolis, has notified the Indiana Secretary of State of an increase in the company's capital stock to $600,000. The stock now includes $300,000 common and $300,000 preferred. Ground adjacent to the company's plant has been purchased and plans are now being made for a substantial addition, work on which will begin this fall.”

Source: The Horseless Age magazine August 19, 1914

1915   (Production: 1,816 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1915

New range of models with six or National Highway 12 on same chassis.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 27 Indiana Historical Society

The “Six” was a 6-cylinder, 303 cubic inch, 51-HP engine at $1,690.

($1,690 in 1915 = $31,134 in 2005)

The “Twelve” was a  12-cylinder, 338 cubic inch, 70-HP engine at $1,990.   ($1,990 in 1915 = $36,661 in 2005)

Source: Cars and Parts magazine article By Arch Brown March/April 1983

1915 National Sport Series AB Indiana Historical Society
1915

Speedway Roadster




2-Passemger

$2,375

Toy Tonneau Touring Car



4-Passenger

$2,375

Standard Touring Car




5-Passenger

$2,375

(with Two Emergency Seats For Two Extra Passengers $2,400)

Salon Touring Car




6-Passenger

$2,500

Cabriolet Convertible Roadster






$2,700

Adjustable Armchair Parlor Car






$2,700

Coupe Coach





4-Passenger

$2,850

Source: 1915 Sales Catalog “National Motor Cars” 8”x11½” 

1915

National Series AB – Six






$2,375 ($43,754 in 2005

Series AB- Toy Tonneau



$2,375

Parlor Car






$2,700

Three-Passenger Cabriolet 



$2,700

Four-Passenger Coupe




$2,850

Adjustable Chair Parlor Car 



$2,700 ($49,741 in 2005)

55 HP and up 17 miles per gallon

Source: 1915 The Review of Reviews Motor Department page 49

Source: 1915 Sales Folder “ Three new National designs”

NATIONAL MOTOR CAR & VEHICLE CORPORATION 1916-1924

1916   (Production: 1,415 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1916

National Highway Twelve 
Touring Car
$1,990 ($36,298 in 2005)

National Highway Twelve 
Touring Car
$2,020

(with two extra folding chairs)
National Highway Twelve
Roadster

$1,990

National Highway Twelve
Coupe

$2,650

National Highway Twelve
Sedan

$3,200 ($58,368 in 2005)

Source: 1916 Sales Folder “ National HIGHWAY TWELVE”
1917

12-Cylinder, 2 7/8”x4 ¾” Bore/Stroke, L-head type, 

370 cubic inch, 77 HP engine

$3,420

Source: 1953 Trading Card Frye & Smith LTD
1917   (Production: 1,218 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1917

The Twelve Cylinder National

“A Superior Automobile”

The Six






$1,850 ($31,361 in 2005)

The Twelve






$2,250 ($38,142 in 2005)

7-Passenger Touring Car, 4-Passenger Sport Phaeton, 

4-Passenger Roadster, Convertible Touring Sedan

Source: May 27, 1917 Saturday Evening Post magazine ad from

Floyd Clymer’s Historical Motor Scrapbook Number 6, 1950 page 141
1917

7-Passenger Highway Twelve-Cylinder 
Touring Car


$2,150

4-Passenger Highway Twelve-Cylinder 
Touring Car


$2,150

4-Passenger Highway Twelve 

Clover-leaf Roadster

$2,150

5-Passenger Highway Twelve Touring Sedan
(Springfield type)

$2,750

4-Passenger Highway Twelve 

Coupe



$2,800

Source: 1916 Sales Folder “ National HIGHWAY 12” The Twelve Cylinder Car 6”x9½”  

1917

7-Passenger Highway Six 


Touring Car


$1,750

4-Passenger Highway Six 


Roadster



$1,750

4-Passenger Highway Six 


Coupe



$2,400 

4-Passenger Highway Six 


Touring Sedan


(Springfield type)


$2,350

4-Passenger Highway Six


Phaeton



$1,750

7-Passenger Highway Twelve


Touring Car


$2,150

4-Passenger Highway Twelve


Roadster



$2,150

4-Passenger Highway Twelve 

Coupe



$2,800 

4-Passenger Highway Twelve


Touring Sedan


(Springfield type)


$2,750

4-Passenger Highway Twelve 

Phaeton



$2,150

Source: 1917 Sales Catalog (Shaped like a National radiator) 4½“x6 ¼” 
1918   (Production: 1,110 automobiles) 

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1918

Four-Passenger 
Twelve-Cylinder
 
Phaeton



$2,750

Seven-Passenger Twelve-Cylinder 

Touring Car


$2,750

Four-Passenger 
Twelve-Cylinder
 
Roadster



$2,750

Seven-Passenger Twelve-Cylinder

Convertible Sedan

$3,420

Two-Passenger 
Twelve-Cylinder
 
Roadster



$2,850
1918

Four-Passenger 
Six-Cylinder
 
Phaeton



$2,750

Seven-Passenger Six-Cylinder 

Touring Car


$2,750

Four-Passenger 
Six-Cylinder 

Roadster



$2,750

Seven-Passenger Six-Cylinder

Convertible Sedan

$3,420

Source: 1918 Sales Catalog “ National Highway Cars, Twelve & Six Cylinder Models” 

4½” x5½”
1919   (Production: 1,080 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1919

National Twelve Cylinder Cars

“Aircraft Type Motor”

Six and Twelve Cylinder Models

Seven-passenger Touring Car, Four-passenger Phaeton, 

Four-passenger Roadster, Seven-passenger Convertible Sedan

Source: 1919 Color magazine ad

1920   (Production: 810 automobiles)

By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1920

National Highway 12 dropped.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 27 Indiana Historical Society

1920

The NATIONAL Sextet Seven Passenger Touring Car

New six-cylinder engine 3½” x 5¼” Bore/Stroke, 71 HP

Source: 1920 Sales Catalog “The NATIONAL SEXTET” 6¾” x 9”
1921   (Production: 615 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1922   (Production: 316 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1922

Merger between National, Dixie Flyer and Jackson.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 27 Indiana Historical Society

1923   (Production: 215 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1923-24

Range of three cars.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 27 Indiana Historical Society

“6-31” = 35-HP Dixie Flyer (Five-Passenger Phaeton)

“6-51” = 52-HP Jackson

“6-71” = 71-HP version of a NATIONAL Highway “Six”

Source: Cars and Parts magazine article By Arch Brown March/April 1983

1915 National Sport Series AB Indiana Historical Society

1924   (Production: 183 automobiles)

Source: Standard Catalog of American Cars 1805-1942
By Beverly Rae Kimes, ISBN: 0-873-41045-9, 1985

1924

In January 1924 the company moved into receivership.

Source: Cruise IN: A guide to Indiana’s automotive past and present

Page 27 Indiana Historical Society

1924

A new inexpensive NATIONAL “Four” 

with a 192 cubic inch Herschell-Spillman engine was offered.

Source: Cars and Parts magazine article By Arch Brown March/April 1983

1915 National Sport Series AB Indiana Historical Society

1924

“Incidentally, 1924 and N M. Corp.: I never found any illustrations of the new Holbrook designs (which apparently never went into production) except for designers’ sketches – Except: I did find a large-size double page spread (magazine) with, in addition to the sketches, two halftones of photos of pilot models of the new big Nationals –- a sport phaeton and club sedan.”

Source: Letter of March 12, 2006 from Cornelius W. Hauck of Cincinnati to CDT

THE END
